
	

MANIUCHA	BIKONT	
singer,	performer,	author	of	music,	scholar	of	Eastern	European	folklore 
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BIO  
Maniucha	 Bikont	 is	 a	 singer	 of	 contemporary	 and	 traditional	music.	 She	 plays	 the	
tuba,	accordion,	and	other	big	and	small	instruments.	She	has	participated	in	dozens	
of	 music	 and	 theatre	 projects	 and	 collaborated	 with	 musicians	 from	 all	 over	 the	
world.	More	recently,	she	has	performed	in	the	Maniucha	i	Ksawery	duo,	played	with	
the	band	Tęgie	Chłopy,	 collaborated	with	Assaf	Talmudi,	 and	has	 taken	part	 in	 the	
Japanese	project	 IMA	Song	Lines.	She	performs	works	by	contemporary	composers	
and	writes	music	 for	 film	and	theatre.	She	has	 travelled	 to	Europe,	Asia,	and	North	
America	with	 her	music	 and	 other	 live	 performances.	Her	most	 personal	 album	 to	
date	 is	 Oj	 borom	 borom,	 co-recorded	 with	 Ksawery	 Wójciński.	 She	 has	 received	
numerous	 grants	 and	 music	 awards.	 Traditional	 music	 is	 her	 main	 passion	 –	 for	
many	 years,	 she	 has	 travelled	 across	 Central	 and	 Eastern	 Europe,	 recording	 songs	
and	music. 

~ 

FULL	BIO  
Born	in	1986	in	Warsaw.	She	has	played	the	soprano	saxophone	since	childhood.	She	
debuted	 in	 1994,	 when	 she	 joined	 the	 band	 Pociąg	 Towarowy	 on	 stage,	 playing	
Grendel’s	 mother	 from	 the	 epic	 poem	 Beowulf.	 In	 the	 same	 year,	 she	 opened	 the	
concert	 commemorating	 the	 100th	 anniversary	 of	 Adolphe	 Sax’s	 birthday	 at	 the	
Tęcza	 cinema	 in	 Warsaw.	 In	 1990s,	 she	 played	 the	 saxophone	 with	 Wojciech	
Czajkowski	and	Lena	Ledoff	 in	the	 legendary	music	club	Akwarium.	She	sang	in	the	
children’s	choir	Alla	Polacca,	and	graduated	from	the	piano	class	at	a	primary	music	
school. 
	
She	 learned	 traditional	 singing	 from	 Monika	 Mamińska,	 Tetiana	 Sopiłka,	 and	
Swietłana	Własowa	during	 the				Summer	School	of	Traditional	Music.	She	has	been	
studying	 Polish	 instrumental	music	 and	 dance	 since	 2006,	 when	 she	 attended	 her	
first	Tabor	camp	organized	by	Dom	Tańca.	Since	2008,	she	has	been	studying	singing	
and	instrument	playing	directly	from	village	masters	from	Poland,	Ukraine,	Belarus,	
and	 Russia,	 most	 prominent	 of	 whom	 include	 Jan	 Gaca	 from	 Przystałowice	 Małe,	
Stanisław	 Witkowski	 from	 Opatów,	 Maria	 Kowalik	 from	 Sędek,	 Maria	 Gałka	 from	
Orłowiny,	and	singers	 from	Ukrainian	villages	of	Perebrody	and	Stari	Koni.	She	has	
taken	 part	 in	 various	 projects	 organized	 by	 Jagna	 Knittel	 in	 Polesia	 and	 has	 co-
authored	the	project	Kolberg’s	Polesia–Polesia	Today	from	2014.	
	
In	 2010/2011,	 she	 studied	 at	 the	 faculty	 of	 ethnomusicology	 of	 the	 Kiev	 Music	



Academy	under	Evgeniy	Efremov,	on	a	scholarship	from	the	Visegrad	Fund.	She	has	
received	 the	 scholarship	 of	 the	Polish	Minister	 of	 Culture	 twice	 (2014,	 2017),	with	
her	 latest	 project	 focusing	 on	 the	 music	 from	 the	 Kielce	 bank	 of	 Vistula.		
Since	2011,	she	has	been	running	numerous	music	workshops	and	dance	gatherings	
in	Poland,	Lithuania,	Ukraine,	and	Russia.	Since	2011,	she	has	curated	and	performed	
at	events	during	the	Mazurkas	of	the	World	festival.	She	appeared	as	a	presenter	in	
the	 TV	 programmes	 Szlakiem	 Kolberga	 (Following	 Kolberg’s	 Footsteps,	 Polish	
Television	2014)	and	Dzika	Muzyka	(Wild	Music,	Polish	Television	2015).	
	
She	performs	 in	 the	Maniucha	 i	Ksawery	duo	 (laureate	of	 the	2015	True	Musicians	
Tournament	 in	Szczecin,	Czesław	Niemen	Special	Award	at	the	2016	New	Tradition	
Festival,	2017	WOMEX	World	Music	Expo,	2017	Folk	Phonogram	of	the	Year)	and	is	a	
member	 of	 the	 bands:	 Tęgie	 Chłopy,	where	 she	 plays	 the	 tuba,	 Niewte	 (2015	 Folk	
Progressive	Moscow),	Dziczka	(Vilnius	2006,	Kiev	2010,	Kaliningrad	2011,	Szczecin	
Philharmonic	 2019),	 Z	 Lasu,	 Powiślaki	 (Mazurkas	 of	 the	 World,	 Jagiellonian	 Fair	
2017),	and	of	the	vocal	band	Gęba.	
 
Maniucha	 collaborates	 regularly	with	 Israeli	musician	 and	 producer	 Assaf	 Talmudi	
(Levontine	 2013,	 Jewish	 Culture	 Festival	 in	 Kraków	 2014,	 Tmuna	 Tel	 Aviv	 2016,	
Jerusalem	 Theatre	 2017,	 Think	 of	 Things	 Tokyo	 2018,	 Bydgoszcz	 2019).		She	 has	
performed	with	Wacław	 Zimpel	 (Arsenał	 and	 Dragon,	 Poznań	 2009),	 International	
School	of	Traditional	Music	Ensemble	(Brave	Festival,	Wrocław	2009),	Zofia	Bernad	
(Umlaut	 Festival,	 Paris	 2011),	 Prusinowski	 Kompania	 (Mazurkas	 of	 the	 World,	
concert	 joined	by	 Janusz	Olejniczak	and	Tomasz	Stańko,	2012,	France,	Luxembourg	
2013,	Turkey	2014),	Adam	Strug	(Polish	Radio,	Warsaw	2012),	Warszawa	Wschodnia	
(Moscow	2013,	Warsaw	2013),	 Ilya	 Saytanov	 (Eshkolot,	 St.	 Petersburg	2016),	 Shay	
Tsabari	 and	 Raphael	 Rogiński	 (Piyut	 Festival,	 Jerusalem	 2017),	 Odpoczno	 (Łódź,	
Puławy	2018),	Haiku	(Water	Critical	Mass,	Kraków	2018),	DJ	Lenar	(Stacja	Falenica	
2018),	Seigo	Matsunaga	and	Miwa	Yonashiro	(IMA	Song	Lines	–	Yakushima,	Okinawa,	
Tokyo,	Kyoto	2018). 
	
She	 has	 played	 compositions	 by	 Bogusław	 Schaeffer	 (Ginsberg’s	 Howl,	 Ad	 Libitum	
2008),	Aleksander	Kościów	(Lenten	Lamentations,	Munheim	2010;	Lithaniae,	Lublin	
2012),	Iannis	Xenakis	(A	Hélène	for	Choir	7,	Nowy	Theatre,	Warsaw	2017),	Zbigniew	
Karkowski	 (Encumbrance,	 Huddersfield	 2017),	 and	 by	 Zygmunt	 Krauze	 and	
Agnieszka	 Stulgińska,	 together	 with	 the	 Hashtag	 Ensemble	 and	 the	 Radical	 Polish	
Ansambl	 (Systems,	 Sacrum	 Profanum	 2018).		
She	 writes	 theatre	 and	 film	 scores.	 She	 wrote	 and	 performed	 music	 for	 the	 play	
Malina	by	Marta	Malikowska	(2018).	She	plays	in	Polish-Japanese	Forefather’s	Eve	by	
Jadwiga	 Rodowicz	 (2018);	 she	 created	 music	 to	 Tomasz	 Cyz’s	 Gypsy	 Fairy	 Tales	
(2017);	she	sang	in	Marriage	by	Ivan	Vyrypaev	(2016).	She	has	gone	on	a	world	tour	
with	 the	 show	 This	 is	 the	 Chorus	 Speaking	 by	 Marta	 Górnicka	 (Germany,	 France,	
Ukraine,	 India,	 Japan,	 2010-2013);	 she	 graduated	 from	 the	 Academy	 for	 Theatre	
Practices	 Gardzienice;	 she	 starred	 in	 the	 performance	 Iphigenia	 at	 A…,	 which	
travelled	to	Norway,	Greece,	and	New	York,	among	other	places	(2005-2010). 
	
She	 recorded	 music	 to	 films	 Tonia	 and	 her	 Children	 (2011)	 and	 Father	 and	 Son	



(2013)	by	Marcel	Łoziński,	as	well	as	to	Returns	of	Agnieszka	H.	by	Krystyna	Krauze	
and	 Jacek	 Petrycki	 (2013).	 She	 prepared	 and	 produced	 a	 musical	 and	 traditional	
reconstruction	 of	 a	 wedding	 cellebration	 for	 Wojciech	 Smarzowski’s	 film	 Wołyń	
(2015).	
	
She	 leads	 the	 choir	 at	 the	 Jacek	 Kuroń	Multicultural	 High	 School	 in	 Humanities	 in	
Warsaw.	 Each	 year,	 she	 leads	 rehearsals	 with	 youth	 singing	 Jewish	 revolutionary	
songs	during	celebrations	of	the	anniversary	of	the	Warsaw	Ghetto	Uprising.	She	is	a	
member	of	Asylum	Arts	–	Global	Network	for	Jewish	Culture.	
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CONTACT	/	CONCERT	BOOKING	

maniuchabikont@gmail.com	

tel.	/	WhatsApp	+48	510	068	426	

http://maniuchabikont.pl	


